NEW SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH | FAITH FOR REAL LIFE

Pray Without Ceasing

Wednesday Prayer Service * September 2-8 Prayer Ventures ¢ 20-30 minutes

Welcome

Welcome to this time of prayer. We gather as people already given a place by the grace of
Christ. Today we pray for those who feel overlooked, displaced, unheard, or unsure there is
room for them, and we ask God to make us people who notice the empty seats around us.

Opening Prayer
Welcoming God, gather us from every distraction and every burden. Meet us in silence,

Scripture, and prayer. Remind us that Christ has made room for us, and shape us into a
people who make room for our neighbors. Amen.

Scripture

Luke 14:1, 7-14 (NRSVUE) - 14 On one occasion when Jesus!@ was going to the house of a
leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 7 When
he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable.  “When you are
invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host, ® and the host who
invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,” and then in
disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. '° But when you are invited, go and sit down
at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up
higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. ! For all
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not
invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they
may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. '3 But when you give a banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. * And you will be blessed because they cannot
repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

Reflection

Jesus notices more than who sits where. He notices a system of honor and repayment that
leaves some people outside. Then he names the people a host might overlook because they
cannot return the favor. The Gospel is not that we become better hosts so God will love us.
The Gospel is that Christ has already made room for us. From that grace, we learn to notice
who is missing and to welcome without turning people into projects. As we pray, hold one
empty chair in your imagination. Who might need to know there is still room?
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First Silence

Keep 2-3 minutes of silence. Invite worshipers to notice the name, face, or situation that rises
in prayer.

Candle / Prayer Invitation

Those gathered in person may light a candle. Those online may light a candle at home or
simply rest a hand open in prayer. You may name a person aloud, silently, or in the chat if
appropriate. We trust that God receives spoken prayers, silent prayers, and the prayers we do
not yet have words to say.

ELCA Prayer Ventures ¢ September 2-8

Remembering the Full Story of Our Nation

God of truth, help us remember the many people whose courage, labor, resistance, creativity,
and faith have shaped this nation. Give us humility to learn from the laws, decisions, and
attitudes that have harmed our neighbors, and courage to change what still oppresses your
beloved children.

Children Without Safe, Consistent Shelter

Sheltering God, hold close children and families who do not have safe and dependable
housing. Surround children with caring teachers, staff, classmates, and communities that offer
stability, dignity, and hope while we work for a world where every family has a safe place to
live.

Peace in Places of Conflict and War

Prince of Peace, stir the hearts of nations and leaders to seek peace even when it seems
impossible. Center the safety and dignity of people who are displaced, terrorized, injured, or
treated unjustly, and strengthen all who labor for ceasefires, negotiations, reconciliation, and
lasting justice.

Fall Programs and Ministries

Holy Spirit, bless congregations beginning fall programs and ministries. Give leaders and
volunteers wisdom, patience, energy, and joy so that people may grow in faith, deepen their
understanding of Scripture, discover their gifts, and find genuine community.

Wisdom When We Clash

God of mercy, when we disagree, slow our anger and open our minds. Give us patience to
listen, wisdom to seek faithful solutions, and grace to practice respect, forgiveness, and
compromise without abandoning truth or our neighbors’ dignity.
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Labor Day and the Work of Our Hands

God who labors for life, bless all whose work sustains families and communities. Strengthen
the struggle for fair wages, safe workplaces, meaningful rest, and dignified treatment, and
remember those seeking work, unable to work, or whose labor is unseen and undervalued.

Young Adults Choosing Many Paths

Guiding God, bless young adults discerning lives of service, skilled trades, military service,
volunteering, ministry, and other callings beyond traditional higher education. Give them wise
mentors, meaningful opportunities, and confidence that their gifts can serve their neighbors
and your world.

New Spirit and Neighborhood Prayers

Welcoming God, guide New Spirit as we continue preparing for the September 13 Fall Ministry
Kickoff and identity celebration. Keep our attention not only on what we are revealing, but on
whom we are inviting and how every part of our life together proclaims your grace.

God of music and calling, accompany New Spirit in this season of transition in worship and
music leadership. Give wisdom to those shaping the next chapter, patience to the
congregation, and courage to call a leader who can help worship become a place where
people participate, grow, and belong.

Merciful God, bless our Tucson neighbors who are hungry, unhoused, isolated, grieving, or
struggling to make ends meet. Strengthen the ministries and partnerships that offer food,
practical care, dignity, accompaniment, and hope.

Compassionate God, we pray for those without someone to pray for them. Hold close the
forgotten, the isolated, the unnamed, and those who assume no one notices their pain. Let
your presence surround them, and send us when we can be part of your answer.

Second Silence

Keep 2-3 minutes of silence. Invite worshipers to release to God what cannot be fixed today
and to receive Christ’s promise of presence.

Closing Prayer

Jesus, you set a table with room for the hungry, weary, overlooked, awkward, grieving,
hopeful, and complicated. Keep us rooted in the grace that has already welcomed us. Send us
to notice the empty seats and to practice a welcome that is real, humble, and brave. Amen.
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Blessing

May the God who makes room for you bless you with grace. May Christ lead you toward the
people at the edge of the table. May the Holy Spirit give you courage to pull up a chair. Go in
peace. Love shows up.
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