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Dear Partners on the Trail,
It all started in early January. The 12-days of Christmas ended on January 6th, the day of
Epiphany, when the magi presented the Christ child with their gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. From then on, the season of Epiphany has re-introduced us to who this baby of the
Bethlehem stable would grow to become. The Gospel writers introduce us to Jesus, God’s beloved
Son. He would call ordinary people to become his students. He would teach them of the ways of
God, culturally counter to the ways of this world. All along the way, these early stories of Jesus
“shed light” on who Jesus is.
It all started in the church. The stories of Jesus’ healing and casting out evil spirits gave hope to
the people of God. In the bayou, this period time was a time to celebrate God’s loving promise
given in Jesus. Families invited friends for suppers in their homes. The stories told gave rise to
understanding the symbolic value of colors: purple, the color of royalty; green, the color of
growth; gold the color of the rule of God and God’s call to us to be faithful.
The fellowship of those family suppers is the “backbone” of the season of Mardi Gras. When
people sit down to share a meal the presence of God is clearly understood. Each meal is eaten with
thanksgiving and love. Here at New Spirit we have striven to make Wednesday suppers like those
Mardi Gras season meals, simple food with good fellowship. At the end of those home suppers,
participants share a “King cake.” This French pastry frosted with purple, green, and gold, has
baked into it a little porcelain “baby Jesus”, the King. Tradition has it that if the king is in your
piece of King cake, you then bring a King cake to the next friendship supper.
At the end of the season, as the Lenten-fast approaches, pantries and refrigerators are cleared of
certain things: sugar, eggs, butter, molasses. In the Midwest, those ingredients make pancakes.
In the bayou, shrimp and rice are included in jambalaya. On Tuesday, the day before Ash
Wednesday a feast is had to “eat the fat” before the Lenten-fast.
On Tuesday night, Carnival, Latin for “good-bye to the flesh” is celebrated. Great food, great
music, and great sense of thanks is expressed in communities and churches. As the night becomes
late, the parties and feasts quiet down. Families and friends gather in a circle where the festivities
have been played out. Focused on the promise of God to save us from our foolishness, the
“church” people everywhere pray the Lord’s Prayer. Then, Mardi Gras is ended with this simple
blessing shared person to person. “May you have a blessed Lenten Season.” And everyone returns
to their homes to prepare for Ash Wednesday.
It all started in the church. Today, the church continues to draw people to understand the gift of
Jesus and his willing sacrifice, and the benefit of mercy and grace in the light of our sinful
foolishness.
May you have a blessed Lenten Season…..
Faithfully,
Pastor Alan

Council Retreat The Church Council went on retreat January 19-21 at the Holy Trinity
Monastery in St. David, AZ. During our time there we spent significant time in team-building
activities, in a visioning-process and conversations about where we see New Spirit in our life
-cycle. There was such a positive energy with this team of people, 1/3 of whom are new to the
council. Devotional moments were rich in drawing us to be aware of the presence of God. We have a plan to
engage the members of New Spirit for our vision of our future. You will soon be receiving an invitation to
take an on-line survey about the ministry of New Spirit. Council Members will have laptops on Sundays
during the Fellowship time, to help those not familiar with computer surveys. Looking forward to a good year
with this edition of the Church Council.
Reservations have been made for the Church Council 2019 retreat at the St. David site.

Meet our Newest Members
Gary Burkum was born in Soldier Grove, Wisconsin in the western part of the state. He grew
up on the family’s dairy farm. He grew up there, and after high school he enrolled at Luther
College in Decorah, Iowa. After graduating from Luther, he moved to Minneapolis to attend
Luther Seminary in 1966. He was a Parish pastor for 25 years, and then transitioned to Prison
ministry where he served another 12 years. He is a big Packers fan. Gary’s Spiritual Gifts
include: Exhortation, Music, and Mercy.
Michele Burkum was born in West Hollywood, CA. She lived in many places as a child, including Las
Vegas, Germany, Iowa, and Texas. When she was 15 she began working at the Stardust Hotel in Las Vegas as
a waitress. She met Gary in a grief-support group after both had lost their spouses. They recently moved to
Tucson. Michele is a volunteer driver for ICS, and she drove ICS clients a total of 800 miles in 2017. She
makes jewelry in her spare time. Michele’s Spiritual Gifts include: Administration, Craftsmanship,
Evangelism, and Exhortation.
Holly Gruentzel was born in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, and grew up there. She met and married Richard, and
they have two grown children, and one granddaughter. Holly is a software consultant and travels a lot for her
work. She and Dick have lived in Tucson for 20 years. Holly enjoys cooking and travel. Her Spiritual Gifts
include: Administration, Leadership, Helps and Knowledge.
Richard “Dick” Gruentzel was born not far from Green Bay, Wisconsin. He grew up there, and attended the
University of Wisconsin. He is a Badger fan. He studied accounting, but now works for the Tucson Aviation
Authority overseeing the operations of Tucson International Airport, and Ryan Field. Dick enjoys traveling.
He and Holly celebrated their 35th Wedding Anniversary last June. Dick’s Spiritual Gifts include:
Craftsmanship, Giving, Helps and Leadership.
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Mardi Gras is returning on Sunday, February 11th from 3:00-6:00 p.m. We really want to
include children and youth in the activities of the day thus the change in day and time. We will
offer food, activities and great music! The French Quarter String Band, including our own
Jay Schreiber will be providing music. (They are a great band, and will be featured on the
“real” Mardi Gras, Tuesday, February 13th at the Monterrey Court Studio and Galleries on Miracle Mile.)
Admission to New Spirit’s Mardi Gras party is $5/person or $10/family and the proceeds will be used toward
outreach ministries of New Spirit.

Lenten Worship Schedule
The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, this year it happens to be Valentine’s Day. Our
midweek services will help us hear the witness of people at the edges of the crucifixion. From
their perspective we will seek to come to understand God’s purpose in the sacrifice of Jesus.
Midweek services will be each Wednesday evening, from Ash Wednesday through March 21st.
Holy Week will be March 25 – 30. Easter celebrations will happen on April 1st.
Plan on eating supper with us on those Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. and then enter the drama of the passion of
Jesus.

Thanks to the January Cook Team! We began our Wednesday suppers a week early, cutting the holiday
break short. Thanks to Barbara Rebok, Brigitte Stuetze, and Pastor Alan for their Wednesday Suppers of pasta
bake, soup and bread, chicken enchiladas, and baked potato bar. We are looking forward to the February cook
team’s menu.

K-Hall Air-conditioning Project is on!!!
Thanks to the generosity of a number of New Spirit members, and the buy-in by ICS to fund
a large portion of the project….the new air conditioner/furnace units are scheduled to be installed the last week of January.
Thanks to Ken Dobbs who has spent hours researching the project and submitting a working
plan to complete the project before the heat of Spring-time and Summer arrives.
This project will enable Food Bank volunteers, and ICS Resource center clients to do their work in comfortable
surroundings.
Since K-Hall has little insulation the summer’s heat, and the monsoon’s humidity made working there very
challenging, if not impossible.
Thank you to all who supported this important project.
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BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK
God is working through New Spirit and making a difference in our community and the lives of
222 children from Erickson, Ford, Steele and Henry Elementary Schools, providing snack packs
to take home on the weekend. Typical items include macaroni n’ cheese box, canned sausages or
tuna, oatmeal, canned beans, hot cocoa, canned vegetables, and fruit cup.
For regular contributions, please make your tax deductible check to Blessings in a Backpack. You
can drop it in the offering plate, drop it off at the church office, or drop it directly in the mail
to BIB Lockbox, PO Box 950291, Louisville, KY 40295. Remember to put Steele Elementary
on the memo line.
Our team members are hard at work to keep up with the added students each week. Learn
more about what we do and how you can help. We need volunteers to help with fund raising,
planning, purchasing, packing, and delivery.
Contact Laurie Bernard at lbernard2008@hotmail.com
“Like” our page on Facebook Blessings at New Spirit Lutheran Church

2017 CHRISTMAS FAMILY
Thanks to all who contributed to the Chrystal Jensen family and her children, Keyari, Chance,
Kenyanna, Ella and Maleeya. The outpouring of love by our members resulted in clothing, household items, microwave, 6 homemade quilts, trundle bed, 2 dressers and night stands, couch, entertainment center, television, dining room set, bedding, Christmas presents for the kids, Christmas tree and ornaments, and
many donations of cash/gift cards to help with food and daily expenses. They are truly thankful and plan a visit
to our church soon to thank you all in person.

February Birthday & Anniversary Celebrations
2/1 Lori Bolin
2/2 Margaret Benson
Ellie Thompson
2/7 Trinity Garibay

2/10 Ken & Sharon Dobbs
(Anniversary)

2/25 Sandy Cooper
Jeremy Kwapich

2/18 Brenda Feller
Harry Bolin

2/27 Robert Short

2/20 Toni Nemetz
Sarah Drath

2/28 Tabitha Hayes

HOMELESS BLESSINGS
The number of clients we are serving is growing! December brought us 30 people in need,
January brought us 24. We now offer haircuts, 1-day bus passes, access to housing, packaged
food, protein drinks, hygiene products (and more), and a great home cooked meal. Thank you
for all who contribute to this ministry – we have the best volunteers and donors!
As we grow, we find we need more storage for the boxes of clothing, blankets, tarps, serving
tables, and hygiene products. We have been blessed with a cash contribution to cover the cost
of erecting a storage shed on the old basketball court slab behind K-Hall! Look for it soon.
As the weather is colder now, we need blankets, coats, shoes, sweatshirts and other warm
clothing to share. If you have a small tent or sleeping bag you no longer use, these are always
in demand and would be appreciated.
Want to help? Contact NSLC Office or
Laurie Bernard at 886-3242 or lbernard2008@hotmail.com
PLEASE DONATE:
MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CLOTHING
SHOES AND SOCKS
AA AND AAA BATTERIES
FULL SIZE SHAMPOO, LOTION, TOOTHPASTE, DEODORANT
RAZORS, COMBS, BRUSHES
PEANUT BUTTER, CANNED MEATS
PROTEIN DRINKS

There are 35 Thrivent members at New Spirit and that translates into several
thousand dollars from Thrivent that could be used for more Action Team activity
at New Spirit. Each person can do 2 of these per year. We will be doing another
event -Easter Breakfast -to raise money for the youth to go to the youth gathering this summer. We can have a
meeting with Rob Eyer, the Thrivent agent who helped us with the Action Team events. He can tell us how we
can get this free money from Thrivent for New Spirit projects. If you are interested, talk with Pastor Alan or
Gloria Burke.

DEBORAH'S GATHERING WELCA WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY met on January
10th. In her devotion, Sandra Colwell suggested we start every day on a positive note
and list 5 things we are grateful for. The possibilities are endless. We received $965 in
the Thank offering. That money goes to national. From our project fund, $75 will be sent
to the Sister Jose's women and children center. A reminder that we have a Memorial
Fund that we donate to when a woman who was active in bible study dies. This is a special project fund. We
received a thank you note from Vicki Klar Loomis for our thoughts and prayers as she suffers through the
stages of ALS. Her Mother, June Klar, was the first President of the Arizona Synod WELCA when our church
became ELCA. Santa Cruz/Sonrise conference will be held March 3rd. at Mount Zion. The theme is Fill My
Cup Lord. Bonnie Willemsen -author, humorist and columnist will speak and tell us how she was adopted 2
times and then found her birth mother. For registration information, contact Joyce Dow or Gloria Burke.
If you have never gone to one of these meetings, join us for a beautiful day with other Lutheran women. Our
lesson involved the story where the Pharisees criticized Jesus' disciples for not washing their hands before
eating. What is correct-tradition or God's commandments? In the closing prayer, Paul urges us to give thanks
for all things and in all circumstances! Join us on February 14 at 3:15 for the next study and then go to Wed.
night supper.
Gloria Burke, Secretary

My Name is Shelley Colwell. I am the new secretary on the church council. I teach
Sunday School, sing in the SonShine Singers and ring bells. I am also a media tech and
regularly a lector at 2nd service. I also take part in monthly work days and various events
throughout the year.
When I am not at church, I work for Achieve Builds Confidence, Inc. We run day
programs and supported employment for adults with developmental disabilities. I am on
the management team and oversee four of our seven sites as, well as perform a variety of administrative tasks. I
have been at Achieve for 13 years this May.
Before Achieve I taught Special Education classes at various schools in Tucson Unified School District at the
middle school level. I graduated from the University of Arizona with degrees in Earth Science Education and
Anthropology as well as a certificate in Middle Eastern Studies.
If I have free time I enjoy travel, cooking and reading. My favorite event of the year is the Tucson Festival of
Books.

A big thank you to all of you for your support of the Sunday School Department. Christmas
fund-raiser. We raised close to $500 and had many gifts for the families. In Dec. the kids made 200
Christmas cards for the VA, and also made advent wreaths for family worship. The kids will soon
be making art items to enter in the County Fair in April. We thank you for all your support for the
Sunday School Department.
Sandra Colwell

Draft ELCA Social Statement on Women and Justice
One of the things I love about the ELCA is that we address a number of real-life issues that
affect the daily life of people.
A Social Statement is not a binding document or doctrine, but provides the “sense” of this
faithful community. Before Social Statements are ratified by the Church-wide Assembly,
a period of study and debate helps to give life to the Social Statement. You can visit the
ELCA website, www.elca.org, and there find all the Social Statements that have been approved in our 30+ year
history.
The latest Social Statement under study is very timely. “Draft Social Statement on Women and Justice” is
available for congregational groups and individuals to study, discuss, and to give feedback to the authors to
create the document to be voted on in Assembly.
The daily news that has arisen by #metoo and the repeated degradation of women in all the arenas of our
culture gives this statement the potential for the ELCA to stand together for women and justice.
Now is the time for us to study the Draft Social Statement on Women and Justice. Feedback is due to the
ELCA by September, 2018.
I would like to offer an opportunity to gather a group of interested persons to read and discuss the Draft Social
Statement on Women and Justice. It is a lengthy document, and it will take some time to do the entire study.
It is not necessary for me, Pastor Alan, to lead the study, although I would be interested in the process. I could
lead a group on Monday afternoons from 3:00-4:30 p.m. I know that removes those who work from the study.
If you would be interested in leading an evening or a weekend study, let the office know when that may be, and
how many copies of the Draft Social Statement on Women and Justice will be needed.
Some time possibilities would include Saturdays, Sunday mornings during the 9:00 service, or during the
fellowship hour and 11:00 service; evening groups, early morning groups, home groups, or groups here at
New Spirit. Your group may choose Wednesday evening after supper. I suggest a 90 minute gathering, but if
you only have one hour, that can happen. There is a “congregational response form” that will include our
recommendations from each group that we will submit before the September deadline.
If you would be interested in a group, or leading a group study of the Draft Social Statement on Women and
Justice, please sign up on the Narthex magnet board, with your available days and times.
I encourage both men and women of New Spirit to engage in this study.
Pastor Alan

New Spirit Lutheran Church
8701 E. Old Spanish Trail
Tucson, AZ 85710

Shout-Outs
SHOUT OUT- To all the volunteers for Blessings in
a Backpack
Shoppers: Cathy Cermak, Craig Geiger,
Larry Tippie, Lasandra Matthews, Paul Stuetze

SHOUT OUT - The Church Council
Brigitte Stuetze, Terry Wolfe, Shelley Colwell,
Phil Pierce, Susan Armstrong, Renee Geiger,
Marty Mosthaff, Dave Lynch, Jenney Kwapich and
David Grundstrom

Delivery: Laurie Bernard, Craig Geiger,
Marilyn Stoeckig, and John Lukecart

SHOUT OUT - Cathy Cermak for leading Mardi Gras
Planning

Packers: T. Baker, Marty Mosthaff,
Michael Tyrell, Phyllis Wagner, Marlene
Hansen, Marilyn Roberts, Margo Nichols,
Maxine Nibbe, Barbara Rebok,
Dave and Joanne Kingston, Dave Lynch,
Carol Westover, Nancy Strait and Joyce Dow.

Sundays:
9:00 am Arise to Praise
(Spirited Contemporary Worship)
10:15 – 11:00 am Sunday School for all ages
11:00 am Traditions
(Classic Hymns & Liturgies)
Wednesdays: 5:30 pm Dinner, 6:15pm Classes

SHOUT OUT - Dennis & Sharon Donelly
for their music and playing of the ukuleles.

How to contact us:
New Spirit Lutheran Church
8701 E. Old Spanish Trail
Tucson, AZ 85710
Phone: (520) 296-2461
E-Mail: NewSpiritLutheranTucson@yahoo.com
Website: newspiritlutherantucson.org

