That’s The Spirit!

New Spirit Lutheran Church
Our faith is in Jesus.
Our hope is in grace.
Our strength is in love.

Rev. Greg Hartman,
Pastor

Dear Church,

These first 4 months of the year have flown by! They have also been very, very busy. After this
newsletter, there will not be another newsletter until August. With that being said, please make sure to
read all the notices in this newsletter. Additionally, monthly calendars, important announcements, etc.
will be in the Sunday bulletins over the course of the summer. While some of our activities will take a
break over the summer, there are others that will start so you will want to make sure to read your
Sunday bulletins.

I want to use this newsletter to reflect on the last 4 months. We ended 2024 with a lot of excitement
and activity, and that has continued through these 4 months. Of course, we had all the church year
activities like Ash Wednesday, Holy Week, and more. Beyond that we hosted additional events,
reached out to the community, and supported many beyond our walls. In just the last 4 months we
ordered 92 cases or 3,456 rolls of tp that was split between 6 local elementary or K-8 schools, had 11
new members join, provided 5,808 weekend food bags, seen increased participation in faith formation
activities such as Bible Study, coIIected and distributed almost $1,000 through our noisy offerings, fed
and provided additional support to on average 75 people at each of our 2" Saturday Homeless
Blessings event, and more. We also voted to officially become a congregation that publicly proclaims
that all people are welcome by becoming a Reconciling in Christ congregation. This is a lot for a
congregation of our size and would be substantial for a full year, yet we have done all this in 4
months.

Another number that I am asked about is worship attendance. As of April 27", our average worship
attendance for the year is 79 people each Sunday. The same first 17 Sundays of 2022 had an average
of 65, 2023 had an average of 66, and 2024 had an average of 82. So, we are a little “behind” when
compared to last year and yet I have no doubt that at the end of this year we will once again see an
increase versus last year. In 2022 our year end Average Sunday Attendance was 62, 2023 was 68, and
2024 ended with 71. Through our continued efforts to reach out to our neighbors, friends, and those
that happen to cross our paths we will see New Spirit continue to grow if we all are making an effort
to invite people. We are growing, the spirit is active here, and we want to invite more people to be a
part of what is happening here.

ACCOMPLISHMENT) Our Mission 500 has been successful thus far as well. We started out this year

REFLECTION with a goal to have a positive impact on at least 500 new people. With all that

§ i x has been going on here, I think it is safe to say that we are halfway to that

point. This summer, in addition to our collection to bless local teachers, we will
be implementing a plan that will focus on bringing more people to worship
services.
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Everything that has been happening here at New Spirit has been spirit led and has been possible
through all our efforts together. The spirit acts through us, and that makes it necessary for us all to
continue to show up. I totally understand wanting to “take the summer off” or attend worship a little
less often during the summer months. With family vacations, work around the house, wanting to take
advantage of being outside in the morning instead of the afternoon, it's easy for attending worship to
take a backseat. I encourage all of us to attend worship and activities during the summer just as much
as we do during other times of the year, because the ministry we are called to does not take the
summer off. You may be just the person that someone else needs and if you are not here that need
will go unmet.

I know I often close my newsletter with this, I am excited about what is to come. I look forward to
continuing our ministry together through the course of the summer.

Pastor Hartman

Get ‘Er Donel!

The Budget and Finance committee and friends have been discussing much needed repairs and
upgrades at New Spirit. We have lots of repairs that need to be addressed or upgrade projects we
would like to see completed. Our wish list is long! In attempting to anticipate and project future
expenses, we decided we needed to list the projects that have been discussed for a couple of years,
prioritize them, get bids and develop plans for completion. This is too much for just one or two people
to do.

So we need your help! We have bundled tasks into four initial categories and need a few people to
join each small team. The teams and initial tasks include:

Repair and Installation Team (building and grounds)
Stucco repair on east wall of the building
X e . : : .
&) ’e_‘;”_""‘% Roof and fascia repair on the north side of Fellowship Hall
X
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TER: ';ﬁ- Repair of the flashing on the new AC unit between the kitchen and Fellowship Hall
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Installation of security fencing and gates around our courtyard (future project)
Repair/replacement of the brickwork on the patio (future project)

Team Leads: John Lukecart (Lukester316@hotmail.com or 520-343-9524)
and Colleen Green (busboomgreen@aol.com or 520-404-9931)

Sanctuary Tech Team
Production lighting for future events
Sound and tech system for live streaming
Hearing assistance loop system upgrade

Team Lead: Pastor Hartman (pastorhartman@newspiritlutherantucson.orqg)

Nursery Bathroom Initiative Team
Enlarge bathroom (move wall)
ADA-compliant sink and toilet
Team Lead: Cathy Cermak (cathycermak@gmail.com or 520-780-0378)
Continued next page
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K-Hall Code Issues and Upgrade Team
Estimates and steps to bring electric, plumbing, roofing to code
Kitchen upgrade (future project)
Aesthetic upgrades — flooring, painting, lighting (future project)

Team Leads: Gary and Linda Grochowski (garyg345ah@gmail.com or
520-548-3759)

Other expense items listed, but put on hold at this time include a Food Truck to expand Homeless

ministry, upgrade of room 105 for rental usage, installation of solar panels, and a Ben’s Bells or mural
wall.

Obviously, we don't have the funds to complete all these projects at once. But we need
HELP’NG to develop a two-to-three-year plan to start getting things done. What the teams will do
is meet to assess the repairs or needs, seek bids, prioritize the tasks within the category
& and report their findings to the Budget & Finance Committee. 7his is not a lifetime
© commitment! We are asking team members for just a one-year commitment to
accomplish the tasks. If you can help, please contact the team leads listed above, either
HANDS by email or text. We are looking forward to your response. It's time to “get ‘er done”
and move forward!

Prayer for Summertime:

Loving God, thank you for the gift of summer. We appreciate the vibrant colors, Sinmas (Blaidinge
the refreshing breeze, the opportunity to go on adventures and the joy of » 3
spending time with loved ones. May we be reminded of your presence in all m
people and all things and find joy in simple pleasures like ice cream, cool water, @&

and shade. We ask for your blessing on our families and friends, and for
opportunities to share your love and create lasting memories this summer. Amen

Fellowship Dinner

The MONTHLY Wednesday night dinner will be held on May 21st. This month we
will be serving hotdogs. Sharon and Edna will provide the hotdogs and buns. Please
bring side dishes. There will be no dinner in June, July or August. Look for

information regarding the continuance of Wednesday night dinners after the
summer.

In memory....Cordelia Lundquist passed away peacefully in “:!u» ; s =
her sleep April 9. Cordy came to New Spirit Lutheran Church [l 00 Al i, ’

from Calvary when the two churches merged. Her memorial A Celevrakion of
service will be held on May 3" at 10:00 am followed by a -
reception in Fellowship Hall. We will be serving a light lunch.
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Bll”d. Up | Synod Assembly:

BN | SRR, Pastor Hartman, Laurie Bernard and Brigitte Stuetze will be attending Synod Assembly.
7 't ll This year’s Synod Assembly will take place June 12 to 13 at Community Lutheran
" OL fv Church in Las Vegas.

Jazz Nativity 2.0

We are bringing the Jazz Nativity to Tucson again! We’'re planning it for the first or second weekend of
December. The 2024 Jazz Nativity production was a huge success, especially considering it was New
Spirit’s first attempt at providing such an experience. Robert Encila, Pastor Hartman, Nancy DiFebbo,
Jenny Kwapich and many others did a terrific job pulling it together. More than 200 people, mostly
outside of the congregation, attended, and their feedback was positive
and encouraging!

We also learned a few things. First, we need to start planning much
earlier, which is the purpose of this article. This year we need to find
sponsors to cover production expenses because New Spirit cannot
afford to underwrite it this year. We also need help with creation and
review of a playbill that includes sponsors’ ads, marketing and ticket

sales, and physical preparations. bendin g
TOWARDS
the Light

J .\.1.'.'-'1".'

Are you willing to join a planning committee to help make the Jazz
Nativity’s 2025 production even more successful? It’s time to get your
promotional or creative thinking skills flowing! We can really use your help. Please email or text:
Pastor Hartman (pastorhartman@newspiritlutherantucson.orq) or

Cathy Cermak (cathycermak@gmail.com or 520-780-0378).

New Spirit Columbarium & Memorial Garden is available to New Spirit members who choose to
be cremated upon their death. Columbarium niches hold the cremains (ashes) in a secure space. The
Memorial Garden is a beautiful oasis on the New Spirit Campus.

Niches are very cost-efficient compared to cemeteries in Tucson. A double-niche for two persons is
$1175, and a single niche is $645. Nameplates are included in the cost. If you would be interested in
being laid to rest here at New Spirit contact the church office.

Funeral Planning:

eéace Of Funeral plans can be a difficult topic to address, but by having a plan in

ind place, you ease the stress of having your loved ones make decisions in

| their grief. Funeral plan worksheets are available in the office or at the
]ann]ng information station in the Narthex.
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May, June & July Binthday & Annivensany Celebratiens

05/02 Stephen Lamb 06/04 Jessica West 07/01 Dominic West
05/03 Colleen Busboom-Green 06/06 Aurora Thayse 07/03 Zach Buglewicz
05/15 Violet Thatcher 06/09 Marty Mosthaff 07/04 Rick Firth
05/20 Jamie Buglewicz 06/17 Robin Hughes 07/05 Gene Linderkamp
05/25 Robert Daliege 06/20 Brenda Noli 07/07 Michael Ansbro
Naomi Hartman
05/30 Ramon Ihrke 06/22 Ron Cermak
07/09 Bruce Drath

05/31 Diane Schreiner 06/23 Steve & Vicky Harris Ron & Shereen O’'Connor

(Anniversary) (Anniversary)

06/24 Joy Wolfe 07/12 Ron & Cathy Cermak

(Anniversary)
06/25 Grace Thayse

F ’l Nicholas & Charlene Thayse 07/15 Sarah Hartman
[ s (Anniversary)

; ‘V& 3{ 07/16 Marilyn Stoeckig

06/26 Steve Felde
07/18 Noelle Thayse

Blr.l_h d Oys & 06/30 Barbara Kotlaba 07/20 David Lioyd

Judy McFarland

An N |Ve r'SA ”es (Anniversary)

07/31 Nancy Daliege

The SOS (Share Our Spirit and Serve Our Saints) program at New Spirit offers
aid to New Spirit members who have unexpected short term financial needs. A team

of 5 studies each request individually and all information is strictly confidential.

This is an amazing ministry. The income is from congregation members (over and yy

above their regular church tithe) and the Endowment fund. There is no item in the

regular budget for this. SHARE
OUR

If you have some short-term financial needs or if you would like to make a donation, SPIRIT
talk with Judy McFarland, Ken Dobbs, Barb Verthein or Pastor Hartman. The process

to get money takes about a week for everyone to be contacted and get official

signatures. Do not wait until bills are overdue!!!
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BLESSINGS IN A
s BACKPACK

Who w:H feed the kids this weekend?

WE WILL!

Being well nourished vs. hunger can have a profound impact on a child’s academic performance,
school attendance, behavior and health. This is the vision of Blessings in a Backpack and New

Spirit — happy, healthy children who can focus on school performance, attend regularly, and
demonstrate academic success because of having full bellies. New Spirit provides snack packs to those
who might not have enough to eat on the weekend.

The 363 children we currently serve are from five east side elementary schools: Steele at 700 S.
Sarnoff Drive; Erickson at 6750 E. Stella Road; Henry at 650 N. Igo Way; Ford at 8001 E. Stella Road;
and Soleng Tom at 10520 E. Camino Quince.

Help us alleviate hunger in our part of the world. We have volunteer positions available for grant
research, food procurement, packing, and delivery. Join us for packing at New Spirit every Tuesday at
8AM to see how we do it!

Contact Laurie Bernard at Ibernard2008@hotmail.com with questions. For regular contributions, please
make your tax-deductible check to Blessings in a Backpack. You can drop in the offering plate, drop off
at the church office, or drop directly in to the mail to BIB Lockbox, PO Box 950291, Louisville, KY
40295. You can also donate online through the New Spirit Lutheran Church website. Just click on the
donate button. Remember to put Steele Elementary on the memo line.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF THIS MINISTRY
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HOMELESS BLESSINGS
NEXT EVENT MAY 10
9AM TO 11AM

Picking up supplies Delivering donations

The 2" Saturday of each month, we share hygiene products, tarps, backpacks, blankets, socks,
underwear, shade hats, umbrellas, cool cloths, clothing, shoes, and haircuts, along with hot
home-cooked meals for 50 to 70 unhoused/financially insecure brothers and sisters. We
partner with local care providers to offer housing, mental health support, HIV/Hepatitis C
testing, and even liaison with the Office of the Police Examiner.

Church members are provided with bags of essential items to share out of their cars with
people on the street.

In April, we were able to provide 5 of our neighbors who will be moving into housing with
household items including dishes, silverware, pots and pans, towels, bedding, and cleaning
supplies from our friends at Tanque Verde Lutheran Church’s Household Blessings.

Over tlrlle years this vital ministry has grown to impact/serve/care for over 2,000 people
annually.

Help us alleviate homelessness in our part of the world. We have volunteer positions available for
grant research, supply procurement, and potluck for meals. Join us for our next event at New Spirit on
May 10", Volunteers arrive at 8AM.

Contact Laurie Bernard at Ibernard2008 @hotmail.com with questions.

If you'd like to help our ministry with a cash donation, please make your tax-deductible check to New

Spirit Lutheran Church with the notation for Homeless Blessings in the memo. You can drop it in the

offering plate, drop it off at the church office, or mail it to NSLC, 8701 E. Old Spanish Trail, Tucson, AZ

35710. \t()ou can also donate online through the New Spirit Lutheran Church website. Just click on the
onate button.
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New Spirit Lutheran Church

8701 E. Old Spanish Trail
Tucson, AZ 85710

Shout-Outs

SHOUT OUT - To the Praise Band for their continued
enrichment of our worship services.

SHOUT OUT - To the youth that have been involved in
worship lately including Heather Thatcher and Tobias
Hartman.

SHOUT oUT - All who supported the special services
during Holy week.

SHOUT OUT - To Bob Daliege for his regular setting up of
communion.

SHOUT OUT - To Brigitte Stuetze, Barb Verthein, Barb
Wadler and Bob Daliege for their efforts to clean and
reorganize the sacristy.

Please submit words of thanks and praise to Nancy at nancy@newspiritlutherantucson.org by the 15th of

each month to be placed in the newsletter. Thank you!

Sundays:

10:00 am Worship

You can currently watch each week’s message on

YouTube.

How to contact us:

New Spirit Lutheran Church
8701 E. Old Spanish Trail
Tucson, AZ 85710

Phone: (520) 296-2461

E-Mail: NewSpiritLutheranTucson@yahoo.com
Website: newspiritlutherantucson.org




